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THE CELESTIAL ARMY.
PY “T. BUCHANAN READ,
I stood by the Gpen casement
Aund looked upon the night,
And suw the westward goinyg stars
Puss slowly out of slght.

Slowly the bright posscssion
Went down the gleaming arch,

And my soul discerned the music
OF thelr long trivmphol mreh,

Till the great celestial army,
Stretched far beyond the poles,
Became the eternal symbol
OF the mighty murch of souls.

Onward, forever onward,
Red Mars led down lis clan,

And the moon, like o mailed mudden,
Was riding in the van,

And some were bright in beauty,
Aund some were fulut and small,

But these might be In their greatest height
The noblest of them all.

Downward, forever downward,
Behind eurth's dusky shore,

Thoy passed into the unknown night,
They pessed—and were no more.

No more! Ob, say not so!
And dowuward is not just,

For the slght is weuk and the sense is dim
That looks through heated dust.

The stars and the mailed moon,
Though they seem to fall and die,
8iill sweep with thelr embattled lines,

Aun endless reach of sky.

And though the hills of death
May hide the bright areay,

The murshniled brotherhood of sonls
SHII keeps its upward way.

Upward, forever upward,
I see tieke miyeh sablime,
And hear the glorions music
Of the conguerors of time.

And long let me remember
That the pulest, faintest one,
Muy to diviner vision be
A briglhit uud blessed sun,

For the Standard.,
No ene cean donht that an epoch has urisen
in the history of our country. A portion of
our people have long thought that the Stutes
had a night to secede from the Union for
couse which to them seemed suificient.—
Another and a larger portion believed that
in cases of disagreement between a State
and the United States the matter should he
referred to the Supreme Court of the United
Btates, and that their decision shoukl be
binding on all partics. But this arbitrament
not being agreed to, acquiesence or war on
the part of the United Stutes were the only,
alternatives in our late eflorts to secede—-
The latter was adoptell and the decision was
aguinst those who claimed the right of seces-
sion. It was the last and terrible arbitr—
ment, and its decision should be accepted as

final.

But ita progress and result evolved and |

established other and important conse-
quences, among which the abelition of slay-
ery is not the least grave, The condition of
the negro in the South has heen swiftly, and
r.l(li(.'nll}' chanmed, Ile stands forth now a
freedman, among his former masters and in
his old loeality. With his old habit hard
upon him, and in utter poverty, he is pro-
claimed n freeman and required to take his
position s such, in the body politic; but,

with what powers and privileges the futore |

must disclose. IMis eolor has not heen
change and will not he. Can the leopard
changed his spots or the Ethiopian his skint
But until that occurs, an assimilation and
harmony., in feelings and sentiments hetween
him and the white race, is utterly impossible,
Nature wonld teach this, and experiments in
the free Stales, the West Indies and else-
where contirm it. It is a waste of words to
diseuss it. 11 is a most barren abstraction to
look for sueh a resnlt anywhere, and sheer

|
madness to expect it where education and 1

long habits bave indelibly sealed the teach-
ings of naturc.  What is to be done then ?
Shall Lie be enslaveld amin? Never! if he
can be otherwise properly loeated and eared
for.  Aund this hrings me to the great ques-
tion of colonization. But without sngecs-
ting any pluns for this purpose, or dwelling
upon its feasibility, I proposs first to stnte
briefly some of the sreat advantages which
d think would flow from sueha course. And
1 do so hecavse Tam fully pursuaded that o
great Government like ours, with its im-
mense resouress, backed by so many millions
of free, educated and resolute white men,
can effeet almost any legitimate purpose
which they moy mndertnke, Let the senti-
ment, that it is rieht and important to colo-
nize the negro, hecome general thronghout
our limits, and the end will soon follow, If
with our whols people there shall be the
will, the way will open at their bidding.—
Those who can do so much when divided
and strugeling in the bloody fields of strife
will not be found impotent when united in
A great measure of peace, of mutual advan-
tage and of christisn philanthropy,

Let me premise a few gencneral statements,

In & country of ordinary fertility and health- |

fulness and possessing the common advan-
tages of agriculture, commerce, mannfactur-
ing aed mining, o safe, whilesome and pros-
perous rate of population may be placed at
100 to the square mile.  England and Wales
have largely over 300 to the square mile,—
France has ahout 200 and all Europe will
average about 70 to the square mile.  In our
country, Mussachusetts and Rhode Island
have years ago, lnrgely exceeded that point,
and several others of onr most properous
States, such asNew York, Pennsyl vania, New
Jersey, &o, have nearly attained it,

The States formerly known as slave States
Virginia, North-Carslina, South-Carolina.
€ieorgin, Kentucky, Tennessee, Louisinna, Mis-
sissippi, Alabuma, Arkansas, Florida and
‘Texns, have,suy, 8,000,000 of population and
average only abiout 10 persons to the square
miile, meluding white and black. And if we
count the == 1 free nogroes, we may as-
sume that half of that-number are blacks,—
If these were removed this whole area, con-
sisting of about 770,000 square miiles wonld
have only abeut 5§ persons to the square mile.

Another statement. In 1 700, the Tnited
States had a population of about 4,000,000
In 1850, it was about 24.000900. The in.
crease being at the rute of 10 per cent. per
amum of 600 per cent. in 60 years. The
blgeks being removed, and the mie of in
creaseof popilation, in the areastated, heing
the samie a3 that of the United States: in
100 years, it would reach 40,000,000, which
would be & little over 50 to the square mile
And now think of it—the blacks being re.
moved,

Such a territory | 8o vast that if the white
race should pourinto it for 100 years at the
rapid rates of the United States increase, it
would still huve only one half of what is con-
sidered a full wholesome population! A
territory washed on the west by the grent
Mississippi and bathed on the east and south
by the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, A ter
ritory almost compact-in fts formation, im-
ir:e:ﬂé fertile—rich in minﬁm‘!a. abounding

; POWET, & gaml climate and capa.
ble oFphodacint Thountfetly, Alkiast cocre”
thing b uikin or Beast mag ¢

proa (giving asit does compactness and form

. side of the picture,
« Mere prejudices sustained by shallow dog-

i reqiineto ‘edt,
drink or weatil - And..sthy shonld metithis I"hﬁ

to the main body of the United State,) be
dedicated toa free white race, who being
homogeneous in all things, may develop the
great principles of constitutional liberty —
Why should a disturbing element be fustened
upon it to create animosities, breed or rather

t homogeneous fabric § -

It is hard to maintain republican and reg
ulated liberty under the most favorable au-
spices, and we owe it to them, not to try dan-
gerous experiments, which will be barren of
any incidental good. In a government limi-
ted in area and population, and restrained in
its will by outsicle pressure, republican lib-
erty may possibly be well maintained even
by wenk and vicions citizens. The terror of
infringment or punishment from without may
foree them to u wholesome administration at
hcme

But in one so vast in area, as ours now is
and so great in population as it is soon cles-
tined to be, and whose will searcely reco-
gnizes any resteaint from abroad, none but
enlightened citizens of civil equality ean be
safe depositaries of constitutional Lberty.—
The negro cannot be made such a citizen ex-
cbpt by long training, if at all.  But that
trainine is not feasible, beeause if he be held
in ¢ivil inferiority he must continge to feel
and to be ahject, dependent and demoraiized.
While toraise iim tocivil equality in hisignor-
ance poverty and vices must vitinte the whole
mass, He cannot be elevated to the standard
of the whites, but they may and would le
drawn down towards his level. And the
whiole political mass in the South with this
eloment infused into it, would become un-
steady, wild god corrupt.  The action of the
free States has shown their reeognition of
this principle, even where the element
is sosmall as it i with them. If such

an infusion would be unsafe, where the
yroportion is as one to fifty or a hundred,
'mw startling the idea when it is in equal
proportions or as two to one the other way,
as it would be in some loealities! Can the
most dogged ahstractionist, or wildest fanatic
entertain such a proposition for a moment ?
Dangerons experiments can hardly ever be
justified in great and vital matters, but they
may he partially extenuated, where they
serve to preseut ngreat damage, or tend in-
cidentally effeet o great good! material or
otherwise, And we have accordingly heard
an argument against the removal of the negro
as follows. It isall important to every sec-
tion of the Union, that cotton, rice and sugir
he largely produced and that negro lelor alone
can raise them toadvantage.  Now thiscalls
to mind the old exploded humbug that
* cotton is king.” Tt was loudly proclaimed
by superficial secessionists, that hy with-
holdineg it from the Sorth the South could
+ speedily bring her to terms, and that by
keeping it from Franee and England they
would be forceld incontinently into our al-
linnee.

The result is known. 1only mention it
beeause I see lnrking in the above proposi-
tion the same fallaey upon which the cotton
king humbog was enthironed. Tt is a sort of
set ides with superticial people that all things
will resnnin as they are, and that when one
thing changzes others may not accommodate
themuelves to that change, and especinlly
that wovermnents, communitics and indi-
viduonls will not endure ineonveninuee or
resort to necessary alleviations rather than to
sacritice great and eherished principles. But
. the truth is that if’ the change he to their
¢ advantare and without the sacrifice of prinei-
ple it will be gladly aceepted ; if' otherwise

or in some way, accommodate themselves to

it. Toillustrate. A railroad was proposed

to be built from a market town to the inte-
_ riorof a furming country. It was strenuously
urged that the stock would be vulueless he-
cause the the town was in wagoning distance,
the farmers had teams, wagons &e,, they
and their fathers had sbygays hauled to the
market, and they would eonfinve to
do #o even if the Rail Road were built,
But it was built with diffienlty, the grass
soon grew in the old wagon road, the
freights were remunerative on the railroad ;
the wagoms, teams and drivers found mple
mployment in hauling manuores and culti-

country was secure.  The result of the
King cotton humbug illustrates the other
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And so will it ever be,

mas often maintain 4 long and tyrumnical
sway, but they must eventually suceumb he-
tore the stendly march of truth. And may
ot the notion thut negro labor is neceessary
to produce the great staples mentioned, he-
long 1o such prejudices ¥ I think it does,
It hud a two-fold origin—partly in truth and
partly in fallacy. It was true that the ne-
avo, as « aluee, could be more profitably
cmployed in the production of those staples
than otherwise, But to deteet the falluey,
we should premise a little, The Sonthern
States feared that the institution of slavery
was in jeopardy, and they desired to perpet-
uate it. It was chiefly assniled in the North-
ern States and in England—both of which
were deeply interested in, and greatly iden-
tified with cotton through their man ifie-
tures: and it was not deemed a bl siroke
of policy to impress them with the i<lca that
that depended upon negro labor, in (' ra-
pacily of wlaves,  But the folly of extremists
North and South, hns worked the destrue-
tion of the institution, and the fallacy ought
to be exploded with it. And the naked
question  presents itsgdf to sensible men,
whether the white mun, with equal physicul
| powers, more judgment, more industry, pride
¢ and perseverance, and a greater stimulus to
exertion, eannot and will not produee more
in any field of labwr than his inferior, the ne-
gro. 1know that the heat and insalubrity
of the climate, where these staples are most
prolific, are hrought forward in support of
+ the fullacy; hut T am satisfied that they are
stand-props, which must fall before search-
ing trath.
First, in reference to eotten. In a very
large proportion, perhaps in nine-tenths of
' the cotton territory, the hest of midsummer
i5 hurdly more intense than in the Northern
States. If is true, the summers are Jonger,
but the heat is not generally intense, except
sbout midsummer, vhen it i¢ equally se in
the wmore Northen States, and espeeially in
the Inrge cities. More than half of Nerth
Carolina, Tennessce, Arkansas and Texas,
and nedarly all of Souti: Coroling, Georgin,
Florids, Alabama, Mississippi and Louisi-
ana, are adapted to cotton. M North Caro-
linn, however, though the soil is propitious,
the yield has Leen moderated hy th® short-
ness of the warm season, the weed not hay-
ing time fully to develope and mature, And
probably the same is true as to the interior
and colder portions of most of the other
States mentioned, But recent experiments
prove that this difficulty can be surely and
profitalily remedied, Ly the use of stimula-
ting manures, such as gunno, ashes, lim
stable manure, &c., all of which push the
weed so vigorously and rapidly as to secure
a full duvel(;_puwnt and yicld before frost—
while they fertilize the soil. And what no-
bler enterprise could be offered to the inge-
nuity, skill and energy of the white man,
than thus preditably to fertilize s yast region
which heretafore languished under the su-
perficial and exhanstin system o common
to slave labor. I firm y believe that if the
way were fairly epened to him, he would in
a few years double or treple the production
of the article in these hea)thful and colder
regions, unless the demgnd should hecome
glutted. In these regioms it will not be pre-
tended that the heat of summe, is seriously
Oppressive, while it is indi L1y true that
{ ’gtam of the lower rfions of thy Southern
!&lmml}em even to pleasa,tmessin
b summer, by the oonstant pley. of the ses-

I'may add, that most of he lsher 1.1 the

nurture dissensions and mar our otherwise .

they will obyiate it as faras may be and thus, |-

tillage of cotton may be snd
complished before the - g
mid simmer. Without touching the ques-
tion whether the negro can stand heat better
than the white man, I take thelbroad ground
that the heat in the. Southern States ia not
such, but that the white man can well enclare
it, and perform vigorous and profitable In-
bo

T,

Philosophers may well discuss the abstract
question, and practical men should apply it
when an exigency ariges, but here there is no
such e:tremffn o¥ heat ns demands its appli-
cation, even if it be true. The rice localities
surely do not, and the statements already
made spgly generally to those of cotton and
sugar. As to the sickliness of the localities
of these great staples, something has already
been said in reference to the cotton regions.
It is certainly truethat mueh of the country in
the South adjucent to the Mississippi and
some other large rivers and swamps 18 preg-
nant ‘with malaria or some other canses,
which produce summer and fall diseases.—
And it 1s strange how little has been donein
the way of drai and other proper sani-
tary regulations by way of alleviation or
remedy. It is known that some partial ex-
}:mrimanls on that score, have operated very

seneficially, and Ishould be tly deceived
if’ the skill and attention of the white man,
when duly directed to that matter under fair
suspices, shonld not, to a great extent, if not
entirely vbviate them. Former lethargy on
this subject may be partially accounted for.
Those localities have generally been in the
handsof wealty planters, who occupied them
more as speculuting enterprises than as per-
manent residences, and who after the work-
ing season was nearly over, found it pleasant
and convenient to resort to summer retreats ;
while the negroes, as slaves, could he requi-
red and foreed to remain, and if they sickened
and died, their demize was considered chiefly
as o property loss which did uot materially
curtail theiv general profits,

And perhaps in most cases the premises
were in charge of an overseer, and the owner
only visited and supervised them in the
winter, while his family and residence were
far away. These plices were profitable in
spite of the sickness and deaths among the
negroes and the dashing, pushing and tem-

orary system attaching to them did not
invite or permit much collateral attention to
matters of health. But things have chan
The negroes may and probably will to a
great extent retire from those loealities and
if not, it will hardly be possible to maintain
among them that police which is neecessary
and was formerly practicable. Negro labor
as slaves was a very differcot thing from
what it now is as freedmen.  The negro may
stand heat better than a white man, but I
think it has yet to be” proved that he is less
obnoxious to disease, while he is certainly
less cleanly, léss prudent in avoiding expos-
ure or in due eare during sickness.  If those
localitics are to be mproved by sanitary
expedients, it will bave to be done by the
white mun, and that perhaps after being
divided into smaller aliotments mmong per-
munent residents,

If they cannot e improved, the white man
being more eareful and cleanly willfind them
less dangevous than the negro, and perhaps
will have more courn<e to encounter them,
I can in no event see how negra labor, as
freedimen, can enure to the benetit of those lo-
calities, but were it otherwise, it would be a
most narrow policy on account of n few pe-
enliar and relatively small though rich local-
ities, to fasten a dangerous element on the
great South with so much of other healthful
and fertile territory sdapted not only to
those, hut fo so many other staples. In the
one scale depend the peace, enlightenment
and friendly co-operation of a vust country,
having in charge the great principles of Con-
stitutional liberty in the other the mere pos-
gibility, that some great staples might by
chiance be inereased in certain localities, and
which would surely be abundantly produced,
even were those localities sunk to the bot-
tom of the sea. Might not a suitable and
accessible home for the negro be found in
some of our sonth-western territories ¢ If so
there can hardly be a doubt as to the right
or ability of the Government to move them
there, either a8 a seperate people under our
protection, or an integral portion of the
Union ; as might he thought best.  To doso
would work no territorial loss to the Govern-
ment beeanse e wonld leave n vacuum be-
hind equal to what he wonld {11 in his new
home. And the white man would rush in
undd fill that vaennm. But if the negro re-
main where he is, it is very qumtihmlb!c
whether there will be much immigration of
the white race to the South,

Indeed 1 fearthat laree numbers of the
whites will flee the South, heing unwilling
to leave their families to hazard the political
andl social status existing, and to be intensi-
fied by a mungrel population. As things
now are, emigratien, with the whites, *is
sbout as fikely asimmigration,

Aud would it not be better for the Gov-
ernment to Litve a large homogenious popu-
lation on the Mississippi, Atlantic and Gulf
of Mexico rather than awny off in the South
western interfor?  While instead of the
capital and teaming white race of the North
being subjected to the troubles, hazards and
trinls of opening mew regions, they would
find (the negro being gone) millions of acres
of good land, inviting their occupation at
low rates, with the main elements, and facil-
ities of civilized life alrendy existing, Com-
mon roads, railroads, navigated rivers, state
houses, court houses, school houses and
churches prepared to their hands, and a
sparse and poor bur civilized population
ready to give them a fraternal welcome.—
This is a prolific subject, but Iwill stop, after
having uttempted to~he sugpestive rather
than elaborate. My purpose is so to touch
some of the great features of this question as
to put my countrymen to thinking, and
especially to excite the reflections of earnest
expanded, and patriotic statesmen,

COLOXNTUS.
—— . —

EvrorEAx Cnurcues—The following is
the comparative capacity of the most cele-
brated ehurches in Europe :

St. Peter's, Rome, will seat 54,000 persons;
Milan Cathedral, 87,0007 8t. Paul's Rome,
82,000 ; 8t Paul's, London, 25,000 ; Florence
Cathedral, 24,300; St. Petronia, Bologna,
24000; Antwerp Cathedral, 24,000; St
Sophia’s, Constantinople, 23,000; 8t. John,
Laterna, 23 000; Notre Dame, Paris, 21,000;
Piza Cathedral, 13,00); St. Btephens's, Vien-
na, 12400: St. Petw's, Bologna, 11.400;
Cathedral of Vienna, 11.100; St. Dominic's,
Bologna, 11,000; 8t. Mark’s, Venice, 7,000.

-t ——

He Ksew His Max—The celebrated
Bubb Doddington was very lethargick.—
Falling asleep one day, after dinner with Sir
Richard Temple and Lord Cobham, the Gen-
eral reproached Doddington with his drow-
giness. Doddington denied having been
asleep, and to prove that he had not, offered
to repeat all that Lord Cobham had heen
saying, Cobbam ehallenged Lim to do so.
Doddington repeated a story, and Lord Cob-
ham owned he had been tellingit, “And
yet,” said Doddington, *Idid not hear a
word of it; but I went to sleep, because I
knew about this time of the day you would

tell that story.”
—tly-———————
During the month of November the Post-

master ordered two hundred and
fifty post-offices in the Southern States to be

re-opened.
Fitty-four female postmasters were ap-
pointed.

—--.‘*-._
Guurrox.—A fellow at Falls River, Mas-
sachusetts, last week, ate a turkey weighing
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RESULT OF THE RECENT ELECTIONS.

Character of the Officers Chosen.
The Secesslos Element In the State,

MoxTaoMERY, ALA., December 9, 1865.
RESULT OF THE ELECTIONB.

I have been a long time silent, constantly
cherishing the hope that I would soon be
able to write to you that I saw evidences of
returning loyslty and good in this
part of the comntry. But the” w go by
one after another, and the current sets as per-
versely as ever. The elections have been
held, I was scarcely to be expected that
Union men—those who had openly espoused
the cause of the General Government sgainst
the seceding States—would be elected to the
State offices, though, in view of the oath re- .
quired of members of Congress, it was thought
that only those would be sent to claim seats
in Washington who could take that oath.

For the Legislature, in view of the recent
history of the State, a reasonable hope exis-
ted that those candidates would be elected
whose past record was not likely to be par-
ticularll; obnoxious to loynl men. But the
secessionists have made a bold and success-
ful struggle to retain their political power in
the State, and the conservative and Union
candidates have been almost everywhere
beaten.

The immediate object of the successful
party is, doubtless, to prevent the crime or
stigma of their treason to the General Gov-
ernment from being visited upon them in any
way, and at the sume time to manufacture a
public sentiment of honor and respect for
treason and traitors, and a loathing and con-
tempt for those who opposed secession and
its consequences, and adhered to the Consti-
tution and the Union.

PASSPORT TO OFFICE. -

The claims of the successful candidates
were such as might have been expected to be
urged if the Confederacy’ made good its es-
tablishment. ** My services in the war, the
wounds I have received, the sacrifices I have
made, entitle me to your gratitude and vour
suffragge.” This was the plea of the candi-
date, and the voters respended to it cordially
at the polls. The greatest t8st of merit, the
iighest standard of qualification is to have
lost a leg or an arm, an eye or ahand in arms
against the Government.

The Provisionsl Governor, Mr. Parsons
himself, panders to his knowledge of this
fact, and goes out of his way in his message
to suggest to the Legislature that especial
care must be taken of the battle-flngs of rebel
regiments left in his possession, which he
- ealls “ sacred souvenirs of the courage and
endurance of those who went forth to battle
under their folds, and who manfully upheld
l them with their life-blood.”

A SECESSION DEBATING CLUB.

Responding to this idea, the Legislature
gives the use of the hall of the House to
mectings of sundry gentlemen who propose
to form a State historicul socicty, to preserve
the records of the deeds of the soldiers of
Alabama, and to raise a fund to build & mon-
nment to thoge who died in the Confederate
service, Perhups nobody would have seri-
ously ohjected to all this, but after one or
two meetings the society appeared to have
transforme | itself into a regular secession
debating®lub, und any one that listened to
the speakers could scarcely believe that they
had lived in the land  dunng the last twelve
months,

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

is particularly full of the secession element,
It requires the most skilful manipulation of
Gov, Pursons and the Congressmen elect to
keep the House within bounds. The mem-
bers would 'not elect the Hon. George S.
Houston a Senutor until they were over and
over again assured that he could not take the
“iron-clad oath.”  Gov, Pamsons, it was well-
known, conld not take it.  No man who can
take it can be clected to any office by the
Alabamn Legislature,

ANXIETY FOR POLITICAL RESTORATION. _

Yet withal they are exceedingly anxious
for full political restoration. You hear it
every day in both houses of the General As-
sembly, that “the heel of the oppressor is
on our necks; that we are doing these things
because there is no other way for us to get
rid of military government and military so-
pervision of the laws we enact; that we
must submit—submit, as one speaker said,
Jjust as we submit to the highway robber who
holds his pistol to onr heads,”

But there is no shaddw of ppetence even of
sorrow for past treason, no evidence what-
ever of respect for the Constitution, except
g0 far as its provisions may be used as a
shield to protect them from the consequences
of their failure in rebellion. T do not look
for love from them—the passions of men do
not so quickly cool ; but if ever there is to
be a Union of love instead of a Union of
hatred in the land, such politicians as now
have the confidence of the Southern people
must be laid upon the shelf.

TIE SENATE,

is composed of better material than the
House. It is less rancorous, and more dis-
posed to listen to common sense and reason,
It passed a Lill to confer the right to testify
in court upon freedmen a few days since—
When it came info the House the bill was
violently opposed, and amended by a pro-
viso that *in all cases where negroes were
ullowed to testify, both parties shall be com-
petent witnesses, and no interest or relation-
ship should disqualify either party from tes-
tifying in open court.” .

The reason given for this amendment was
that if any negro brought a suit against &
white man, and made up a combination of
black witnesses inst him, the white man
could go upon the stand and “swear back
at him"—* gwear him out of court.”

The Senate refused to concur in this amend-
ment, and a committee of conference was
appointed. which agreed to report the bill
as follows :

Be it enacted, de., That all freedmen, free
negroes, and mulattoes shall have the right
to sue and be stied, plead and be impleaded,
in all the different and various courts of this
State to the same extent that white persons
now have by law. = [That said freedmen, free
negroes, and mulattoesshall have all the rem-
edies for the recovery of property snd re-
dress of injuries on their persons, property,
and reputation which white persons may
have by law;] and they shall be competent
to testify only in oEm court and only in
cases in which fi en, free negroes, and
mulattoes are parties, either plaintiff or de-
fendant ; and in civil and criminal cases for
injuries in the persons, or property, [or rep~
utation] of freedmen, free negroes, or mulat-
toes, in which, under this sct, a freedman,
free negro, or mulatto is & witness against a
white person, or a white person against a
freedman, free negro, or mulatto, the ies
shall be competent. witnesses, and nei in-
terest in the ion or suit, nor Marriage,
shall disqualify any witness from testifying
in court, r

Senste concurred promptly in the re-

port of the committee, but the House had

s new idea now, to wit: that the negro

no reputation that could be injured by s

white man, and never should get any if they

_could help it; and the report was non-con-
curred in by a vote of 48 to 38,

HOW IT WAS DOKE.
‘This zesult was far fmmumfww' to the
gentlemen who were in the lobby waiting (o

| new shape it was forced
M&ahwﬂahm__" to the Freedmen. | by

“He will be driven out upon the roads with

Mnﬂaﬂhum@ﬁwh@o
47 to Wﬂdimnudm

sclosad in brackets strick
and

It.ywas immediately sproved
forth to thawntthe (nithi:;gum,)]hgn
no doubt, that privilege of testifying
'hﬁmbr;of Alabama was by law accorded
to the freedmen.

With a white white lawyers, white

juries, and the pri of his white anta-
gonist to “ swear back at him”—much good
will it doubtless do him.

A CURIOUS BILL.

cailed a bill * to the freedmen of Ala-
bama.” « It provides that * any white person
or free person of color, or an tion
who leases or rents, or otherwise lets to free
persons of color any tenement or land, or
permits them to remain in any tenement or
on any land, for any length of time, shall be
responsible for the necessary food, clothing,
medical attendance, medicine, and for all
taxes that may beimposed or lsid by law on
such free persons of color during the time
such free persons of color are permitted to
remain in such t or tenements, or on
such land.” If the le &e., does
not furnish all this, he is decl guilty of
misdemeanor, subject to an indictment, con-
viction, and fine of not less than fifty or more
than one hundred dollars in each case. For
each conviction under this act the solicitor
prosecuting shall receive a fee of twenty-five
dollars. The vote on this beautiful bill was
—yeas G7 ; nays 26,
THE BLACK CODE.

The Mississippi Legislatore passed alaw
prohibiting negroes from renting or acquiring
lands, This was promptly disallowed by
the United States authorities. Hence, the
representatives in Montgomery do not pro-
hibit the negro from leasing a house or lot,
but they make the man who lets him either
house or land responsible for his bills to his
buteher, his baker, his tailor, his doctor, and
to the tax-collector. Of course no black man
can hire himself 8 home under such a law.

his family, and be at once a vagrant,

Then comes into play the vagrant law.—
The Senate passed a stringent law upon the
subject of vagrmney. It provides that the
proper county or town authorities should
Eumhaae or rent lands and buildings for a

ouse of correction, and make rules for the
government of the inmates.

All vagrants might be sent to such house
of correction, or to the county jail, for a term,
not exceeding three months, For'a second
eonviction within six months, the offend:r
shall receive thirty-nine lashes oif his or her
bare back or he fined fifty doliars, at the dis-
cretion of the justice, who also had diseretion
to hire out such vagrant for not exceeding
six months, instead of committing him to
the jail or house of correction. This law
made no distinction between white vagrants
and black ones. It isa stringent an:] suin-
mary Inw, well caleulated to meet the exi-
gencies of the times, There can be no ques-
tion that severe measures must be resorted to
to put down the evil of laziness among the
negroes,

But the House referred it to their commit-
tee, who reported a substitute for the whole
biM, providing that 8 white vagrant should
be imprisoned for the first time ten days,
and on n second conviction, twenty days;
while a black vagrant should be hired out at
auction on a first conviction for six months,
and if he,does not work faithfully for the
ggrsun who hires kim, he shall be brought

fore the justice, and, if convicted, shall be
adjudged guilty of vagrancy agmin, receive
thirty-nine lashes and be hired out for twelve
months, and so for every subsequent convic-
tion,

This substitute is made the order of the
day for Monday next, with a probability of
its passing the House. The Sennte may con-
trolthe spirit that would thus legislate the
negro back into the hands of the planter on
whatever terms the planter might choose to
give him ; but the fact that the House shows
such & spirit is a sad commentary upon the
loud protestations of a universal desire to
deal the freedman even-handed justice and
protection,

The Senate has spent nearly all of to-day
hammering out a bill to regulate contracts
with freedmen. The principal debate was
upon a section that provided that the laborer
should have a lien upon the crops raised for
his wiuges. It was first amended to except
contracts made with the owner of the land,
for the reason given that the land was re-
sponsible for the wages, and the lien ought
only be afforded to protect the negro against
the designing people who would come down
here from the North, hire farms, and go off
with the erops without paying Sambo. Fi-
nally, however, the section was stricken out.
This bill is still under consideration.

Intelligent negroes assure me that the
freedmen do not want any of all this protec-
tion. They say that these people are not so
ignorant of business as is slleged; that they
know how to muke their own bargains, an
Ahat they will be more oppressed by the
trouble and expense involved in all these
proceedings to hedge them reund than ben-
efitted by their operation. They do not
agree with the legislative idea that they
need guardians.  All they ask is to be per-
mitted to make their own bargains for labor,
just as white laborers do inthe North. They
say that the attempts of the Freedmen’s Buo-
rean to regulate the terms of their contracts
have done them more harm than good.

———— e -
. WasamneTox, Dec. 19, 1805,

Usxtox oF THE FREEDMEN'S AxD Usiox
Coxnmissions.—At the recent joint session of
the American Freedman's Aid Commission
and the American Union Ctmmission, 8 re-
solution was unanimously adopted to unite
the two Commissions in one. Bishop Simp-
son was chosen President.

FUNERAL OF GOVERNOR CORWIN.

The funeral of the late Gov. Corwin took
place this afternoon. Among the pall-bear-
ers were Chief Justice Chase, Licut. Gen.
Grant, Hon. W. H. Beward, Hon. Reverdy
Johnson, Hon, Thaddeus Stevens, and other,
prominent and distinguished individuals.

—DMr, Galt, the Canadian Minister, who
has been in Washington canvassing the pros-
pect for a renewal of the Reciprocity Treaty,
is reported to have given his colleagues to
understand that they “muit look out for
some other countries for trade thau the Uni-
ted States.”

The Clerk of the House of Representativis
has received certificates of election of Bouth-
ern members only from North Carolina, 7;
Louaisiana, 4; Mississippi, 2; Tennessee, 7;
Virginia, 6, and Arkansns, 1. Some of these
have been referred to the select commitiee.

—The President’s message and Grant's re-
port on the condition of affairs in the South
is having a very marked effect in both
Houses.

The Radicals see pothing in it to change

—Lieut: Gen. Scott arrived at New Orloans

a e lobby waiting
W istingiun 1o gt tuto seats tx Congrene
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The following is a copy of the despatch
furnished us from the office of Colonel
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WarmxeTox, Nov. 30, 1865,

While the bureau remains in Mississippi,
you will continue to the freedmen in
the right to lease The action of the

islature referred to in your telegram of
the 27th is not recogmized here,

By order of Major General Howard,

MAX WOODHULL, A. A. G.

Another despatch was also received, cov-
ering an order from the of War,
directing investigation to be made in all cases
where freedmen are arrested for violating the
law above referred to, and to report the facts
to W, n, in order that prompt redress
may be afforded.

THE CONBTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

It appears that the Legislature reconsider-
ed the vote ing the Constitutional
Amendment, and ratified it in the following

form :

Resoleed, by the Legislature of the State of
Mississippi, That the proposed amendment
of the Constitution of the United States be
and the same is hereby ratified.

Resolced further, That this ratification is
expressly made and adopted upon the condi-
tions and with the reservations following :

1st. Tt shall not be construed into an ap-
proval or endorsement of the political prin-
ciple or doctring that the reserved rights of &
Btate can, without the consent of such State,
be usurped or abridged by the Federal Gov-
ernment, throngh the instrumentality of a
constitutional amendment,

2d. It shall notbe constaued into expressed
or complied consent on the part of the Leg-
islature, that Congress shall abolish sluvery
where it lawfully existsin any State that
may refuse to rutify eaid amendment,

8d. The emancipation of slavery in this
fitate being a fixed fact—distinctly -
nized by her condition and by recent legis-
lative enactments deﬂfed in good faith to
maintain and protect the civil rights of the
freedmen appertaining to their new condi-
tion of rm.fom.

The 2d section of said amendment shall
not be canstrued as a grant of power to Con-
gress to legislate in to the freedmen
of this Btate; but so us relates to this
State, it shall be construed simply as a grant
of power to Cangress by appropriate legisla-
tion to prohibit and prevent the re-establish-
ment of slavery theréin,

ORDER BY GENERAL OSTERHAUS,

We find the following in the Vickshurg

Herald of the 5th:

“ General Osterhans, commanding the Wes-
{ern District of Mississippi, has ttfwgmtad
the city and fortifications of the city as

of Vicksburg, and Colonel H. Leib, 5th Uni-
ted States colored heavy artillery, is assigned

ta duty as commandant,
= G&mﬁ&terhnm has issued a stringent

order against discharging fire-arms inside the
fortifications. He says it must be stopped at
oncé, and to that end has ordered all side-
arms and revolvers found in on of
roldiers to be seized, and any soldier found
discharging his gun outside of the camps to
be arres and confined in the military
prison to be tried by court martisl. Every
soldier appearing in public with arms when
31!‘ duty is to be tried for disobedience of or-
ers.

* Bome little excitement was occasioned on
Washington street, on Sunday afternoon, in
consequence of the negro guard demandi
the pistol of a citizen, (which he had inllg
belt,) as they said, under orders. The de-
mand was refused, and the guard sent for
reinforcements, who seized the citizen in an
unnecessarily rough manner, jerking him
about on the pavement, and punching with
bayonets, and marched him ug to the provost
marshal. The provost decided that the ar-
rest was entirely unauthorized ; that no such
instructions were issued, and promised to
have the offenders punished. We learn that
General Osterhaus ordered an investigntion
to he made in the affair, yesterday morning,
and we are assured that the guilty pasties
will not escape.”

MESOLUTIONS RELATIVE TO THE PRESIDENT.

The following are the resolutions in rela-
tion to the President of the United States,
which were adopted by the Legislature be-
fore adjourning sine die -

Be it reslved by the Senate, (the Howuse
Representatives eoncurring,) That the Legis-

lature of the State of Mississippi its
confidence in the udminimtggegmm

Johnson, President of the United Btates, so
far as Lis public course has been developed
in endeavoring to restore the le of the
Southern Btates to their constitutional rela-
tions to, and equal rights in, the Union; to
the benefit which may flow from *heir parti-
gipntionin the councils of a re-umion of

tates,

It acknowl his honesty of
his firmness memﬁm,'m
far has marked his official career; and it ex-
tends to him the hssurance that his patriotic
and noble efforts to heal the of the
eonnt:y,h and to m;ﬁthe Bouthern States
to equality, and pi
el ey o b e s

Resoloed, further, That the Legislature of
this Btate thank President Johnson for the
various acts of official clemency andkindness
he has shown the people ; and that they look
forward withan abiding hope, but an equally
anxions solicitude, ﬁrﬂuth:?yﬂwhm
a general amnesty to one and al crown
his name with unfading henor, and enable
the people of & common country to hold s

common rejoicing,

Resoleed, further, That a copy of these re-
solutions be transmitted, his Excel-
lency, the Govemor of Mississippi, to the
President of the United Btates,

— ar————
Frem Chill.

New York, Dec. 20th—Valparsiso ad-

vices state that there is but lttle change in

Chilisn war matters. The people are becom-

ing daily more united against Spain.

—A gentleman from Texas, says that it is

A At oy o

oot e 0.0 Waklagion.
OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT—THE
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
DULY RATIFIED. -
W Asamsotox, Dec. ix:__.m follow
i e . B

A

To all to whom these
Gt Tsow e i P o o

tes on the first day of
-,mhﬂhﬂnﬂumluﬁonw is
w""d‘ owing, namely ; “ A resolu-

Rewolved, By the Senate and House of
resentatives of the United States ummﬁg
two-thirds of both
bﬂ:nm =t that thefoﬂgfmt'&g article
States as an amendt to the Constitution
of the United Bﬁuﬂﬁ;wﬁmnﬁﬁeﬂh,
three-fourths of .

: tures, shall be
valid to all intents and. p 88 & part of
the said

Arﬁclns,uoﬂmi. N slavery nor
involuntary servitude except as punishment
for crime, whereof the have been
duly convicted, shall .exist within the Uni-
ted States or any place subject to their §

b:ﬁhg;mmuﬁmtom-

And whereas, it from doc-
uments on file in tx Department, that the

amendment to the Constitution of the Uni-

ted Btates, as aforesid, has been
mﬁﬁedlgh of the Btates of
Illinois, Rhode Island, land,

Nengrk,Wut Virginis, 7 e,
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania,
Missouri, Nevads, Indiana, Lo
nesotn, Wisconsin, Vermont, Tennessee, Ar-
kansas, Connecticut, New Ham!:mhire. South
Oarolins, Alabama, Nmth Carolina and
Georgis—in all twenty-seven States,

And, whereas the whole number of States
in the United BStates is thirty-six; and,
whereas the before specially named Btates
whose legislatures have ratified the said pro-
posed amendment, constitute three-fourths of
the whole number of Btates in the United
Btates,

Now, therefore be it known, that I, William
H. Beward, Becretary of Btate of the United
States, by virtue and in pursuance of the
second scction of the act of Congrese ap-
proved the 20th of April, 1818, entitled -“an
Lact to provide for the publication of the laws

of the Enited Btates, and for other purposes,”
do hereby certify that the ameéndment afore-
said has become valid to all intents and pur-
as a part of the Constitution of the

Inited Btates,

In testimony whereof, I have herewith set
my hand and caused the seal of the Depast-
ment of State to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this
eightecnth day of December, in the year of
our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-five; and of the Independence of the
United States of America, the nineticth,

W. H. BEWARD,
Becretary of State.

Advices from Havana and Vera Cruz state
that additional forces are being forwarded to
Mexico ; twenty-five hundred French troops
had already arrived st thelatter port. Latest
intelligence from Paris states that six thous-
and French soldiers had embarked for Mexi-
co, It would seem that Napoleon has antici-
pated and is preparing to'meet the policy of
the United States in reference to the Mexican
Republic. Letters from New Orleans ddted
the 12th inst., state that an old and estima-
ble citizen of New Orleans returned from
Matamorans ; was i timate there with French
officers. He says they fully anticipate war
between France and the United States, and
believe it will commence on the Rio Grande,
They already have a plan of the campaign
mapped out, which anticipates the sudden
crossing of United States troops over the Rio
Grandeon pontoons, they will then sbandon
Matamoras and the Rio Grande, and fall back
on Monterey, which will be held as a strate-
gic point. These officers claim to be
thoroughly informed as to ‘all the means the
United States have at their disposal hereand
it Texas for an advance into Mexico.

A Vera Cruz letter says troops from
France continue to arrive, six hundred fore
disembarking on the 2d imstant, who were
immediately sent into the field.-

—A. B. Mullett, Esq., Assistant Architect
of the Treasury Department, has jost retum-
ed from the Bouth, where he has been in-
spectipg the government buildings, underan
order directed to him, some weeks ago, by
the Secretary of the Treasury. The old Cus-
tom-house and Marine Hospital st Charles-
ton were found to be so badly wrecked that
they will be useless, Mr, Mullett reports that
the government buildings in the other Bouth-
ern cities are generally in fair condition, and
will require but little repuiring.

‘Wasaixoror, Dee. 19.—The decree of
Maxhmilian of Beptember last having been
submitted to Attomey General Speed, that
officer pranounced the opinion that ita pro-
visions make the working men in Mexico
slaves| Seward
ion to the United States Minister at Paris,

Ohio,
Min-

o | who, at Mr. Beward’s called the at-
tention of the French ent to the
subject, but no answer to his communication

hnnbeen.neeé\‘ad.
THE TEST OATH.,

acknowledges that he has appointed officers
who have not subscribed to the test oath, he
having failed to obtain others who could be
relied on for the performance of the revenue
dutics required to be performed, as nearly
every man in the Bouth fit for a revenue offi-
cer has, st some time, either engaged in
hostilities against the Government, or hold-
ing State or Confederste offices either wil-
lingly or unwillingly. The Becretary acted
upon the assumption that Congress would

“not crossed the Siate into Mexico, and if in | 1 t© freedom, will so continne fo.direct us

-the United States his locality is s secret— |

The Secretary of the Treasury officially

.

enclosed this opin- |
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